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In looking back at the record of the state and land-grant 
/ 
u n i v e r s i t i e s of t h i s nation, i t i s c l t a r l y evident that t h e i r s i s a record 
of response and great achievement — response to the basic needs of a 
young nation attempting to develop i t s national resources and to forge 
ahead s o c i a l l y , economically and c u l t u r a l l y . The most dramatic achievements 
are those i n agriculture and the various sciences and technologies, but 
at l e a s t as important i s the d i r e c t education of great numbers of American 
youth and the i n d i r e c t cducaticn of M i l l i o n s more through the teachers 
prepared by these great i n s t i t u t i o n s . 
As a native of Ohio, i t i s especially pleasant f o r me to be 
here on t h i s occasion and to participate with you i n an exercise which 
marks yet another milestone i n the continuing contribution of the Ohio 
State University to the strength of t h i s nation. To ne, commencement has 
always been an exciting moment at which a new generation of young men 
and women, molded and tempered by an exacting, educational experience, i s 
launched i n t o the o r b i t of contemporary society. 
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At the f i r s t commencement cerasiony at the Ohio State University 
i n 1673, a class of s i x men vnas graduated, of whom f i v e received the 
Bachelor of Science degree and one the Bachelor of A r t s . L i f e at the 
University must have been halcyon i n those days, f o r the campus was located 
throe miles from the Capitol on a b e a u t i f u l farm e n c i r c l i n g the pleasantly 
r u s t i c M i r r o r Lake. The 250 students enrolled at the University 
i n that year of i t s f i r s t conraencenciit paid only 315 t u i t i o n each. 
Admittedly, those were somewhat larger d o l l a r s than today'si 
We need only look around us to r e a l i z e the changes that have 
takenplace since 1878. The tremendous expansion of t h i s campus; the 
growth of the University population to 30,000; the four-hundred-fold 
increase i n the s i z e of today's graduating class; the wide array of 
specialized d i s c i p l i n e s which are available i n 1964 are but a few. 
The state u n i v e r s i t i e s and land-grant colleges were founded upon 
the p r i n c i p l e that American young people ought to have access to education 
beyond the high-school l e v e l i n order to f i t then better f o r the increasingly 
demanding and more productive l i v e s that were expected of them i n a 
developing nation. The mechanic a r t s , the pursuit of agriculture on a 
te c h n i c a l l y enlightened basis, the understanding of business and commerce— 
a l l these were seen by the leaders of the day as easential to the country's 
future and, therefore, as essentia^, to the country's youth. Their idea 
was that the human condition was susceptible of sharp improvement 
through the propagation of advanced techniques of dealing with, or 
exp l o i t i n g the environment. This was an o p t i m i s t i c and v i t a l point 
of view and i t i s one which has characterized at once the growth of our 
public i n s t i t u t i o n s of higher learning and the growth of our nation. 
Because of t h i s philosophy and because public tax money was t h e i r 
source of support, the state u n i v e r s i t i e s and land-grant colleges were a t 
one time deprecated by many as c a t c h - a l l i n s t i t u t i o n s ; They were often 
obligated by law t o provide cane sort of education for a l l the young men 
and women of the state who requested i t . Commonly, the requirements 
for admission d i d not even include a high-school diploma. However, i t 
is v i t a l to recognize that the state and land-grant universities opened 
the doors of opportunity to thousands of young people who—had there been 
no such institutions—would .have been prevented by economic distress 
, or lack of accommodation from gaining the benefits of a higher education. 
In doing so, these institutions were enacting a cardinal principle 
of our socle-tor—that of equal opportunity. Thanks to their pioneering, 
the practice of that principle has today spread throughout our land 
in a network of distinguish? d educational institutions supported 
by federal, state and municipal funds. Over the years, the leading 
state universities have steadily gained greater control over 
Standards of admission and academic performance enabling them 
to attain leadership positions In our educational system. 
In the pursuit of excellence, the leading public institutions 
have enjoyed certain advantages. One i s the relatively secure expectation 
that money will be available from the public purse to support the business 
of the university on an ascending scale as the educational demands of a 
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growing and increasingly enlightened citizenry become apparent. A second 
advantage possessed by the public institutions is the apparent disadvantage 
of having to accept • wide spectrum of students primarily from within each 
university's own state. The numerousness and diversity of the student 
body has both forced and enabled the great state universities to deepen their 
staffs and to broaden their curricula to meet the needs of students seeking 
training In many different disciplines. In fact, the state universities 
have been most imaginative and versatile In developing courses of study 
in response to the evolution of social requirements. 
To me, a fundamental and enduring philosophy of our great state 
Institutions has been their acceptance of the responsibility to serve a l l seg-
ments of the population of the state which supports .then. An early example was 
their c r i t i c a l role in the improvement of secondary education, reaching from the . 
establishment of university high schools and the stimulation of the construction of 
urban and rural high schools, where mcs t needed, to the initiation of the 
practice of accreditation and the encouragement of rural teachers through 
teacher institutes. In so doing, they promoted the development of 
.the modern secondary school system and assured an expanding and improving 
system of secondary schools and teachers with concomitant increase i n the 
number of qualified and eager applicants for higher education. Ultimately, 
many of these activities were transferred to the "state departments of education 
which were set up mainly because of the zealous pioneering efforts of 
stats university faculties and administrators. 
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It should be remembered also that the state universities early provided 
education for women and did much to make coeducation a standard feature of 
American l i f e . The President of Ohio Stats in 1897 concluded that "this 
e 
intertraining and equal training takes the simper out of the young women and 
the roughness put of the young men." 
An inherent principle which so many of our great state and land-grant 
universities have held to over the years has been the dissemination of the 
Information and materials developed within the various components of the 
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university to persons and organisations elsewhere within the stats who might 
benefit from them. I think this extension phenomenon directed to agriculture, 
e ngineering, adult and other forms of continuing education, and a multiplicity 
of other techniques, has reached its highest expression here In the United 
States. Today, a l l the people of a state can feel that the state univer-
sity is their institution and that i t serves their needs and Interests as 
a part of i t s total function. As great and visible as the attainments of these 
universities have been in the form of the education of succeeding generations 
of students,, perhaps their special services to a broad spectrum of the state's 
citizens i s of equal significance. 
During the pest two decades, our nation has been moving at an increasingly 
rapid pace Into the arena of international affairs. With the formation of 
the United Nations, the establishment of foreign-aid programs and a multiplicity 
of other International agencies, the role of the American university in the 
nation and In the world has undergone dramatic change. Ho longer are we able 
to concentrate our efforts on the training of our own young men and women for 
limited national purposes. Rather, we now find ourselves In a position where 
university curricula, research and extension activities are of necessity 
oriented to a worldwide vicrwpoint. As our own involvement i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
a f f a i r s has become more i n t r i c a t e far-£lun£J, i t has become necessary to 
g i v e scholarly a i d to the solution or burgeoning problems which confront 
t h i s nation and the world today. Ax a consequence, we now see area studies 
programs on every hand and individuals being trained' i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s , 
l i n g u i s t i c s , diplomacy, technical assistance, and many other d i s c i p l i n e s i n 
order that we may have trained minds and s k i l l e d hands to help the people 
of other nations who have humanitarian claims upon us and who seek our assistance 
The aid sought from the university community of t h i s nation by the emerging 
nations i s of many kinds. F i r s t , we are being asked to open the doors of our 
i n s t i t u t i o n s of higher learning to eager students from other nations where 
the need for s k i l l e d personnel and advanced t r a i n i n g i s the chief obstacle 
to progress. The response of the un i v e r s i t y and college community to t h i s 
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need has been extraordinary, but because of t h e i r history, dimensions and 
d i v e r s i t y , the state-supported i n s t i t u t i o n s have perhaps carried the l a r g e r sharr.-
o f the burden. The emerging nations have also sought d i r e c t help through foreign-
a i d programs, i n which Americans work shoulder-to-shoulder with nationals oversea, 
toward the joint accomplishment of important coals aimed to further 
economic and s o c i a l progress. Here again, our public i n s t i t u t i o n s have 
a distinguished record of achievement, and the Ohio State University has long 
been active and effective i n this critically important undertaking. In the 
field of education, the s i s t e r - t o - s i s t e r relationship between u n i v e r s i t i e s 
bare and abroad can be one of the most promising means of assistance. The 
ultimate goal of this relationship must always be development of the r e c i p i e n t 
Institution to the point where i t may serve the needs of i t s country as 
effectively as do our own i n s t i t u t i o n s o f higher education. 
The road ahead can be only dimly perceived, but seme of the shape of 
the future is reasonably c l e a r . Certainly our numbers here and elsewhere w i l l 
grow, as w i l l the demands and expectations of the many new nations and those 
t 
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others seeking to step up t h e i r pace of development. Conceivably, unless 
world leadership is wise and vigorous, the sheer increase i n numbers of people 
could nullify a l l of these efforts. Overpopulation" is already a major concern 
i n many areas, with Its inevitable canp&nions—ignorance, ill-health and hunger 
unless and until i t becomes possible to achieve a reasonable balance between 
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numbcrs and n u t r i t i o n , health, education and opportunity throughout the world, 
wo can look forward only to groYdnj; misery, greater tensions and ultimately 
c o n f l i c t . 
The population problem may seer, remote to us here, but i t i e not. We 
are already 70 m i l l i o n more than only a generation ago and may w e l l be over 
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250 m i l l i o n w e l l before the turn of the century. In the meantime, world 
population i e expected to reach more than 6 b i l l i o n . The predictions f o r the 
next century are frightening, and w i l l surely come true i f we arc not successful 
i n making s u b s t a n t i a l progress toward population s t a b i l i z a t i o n . 
Closer to home, we might observe that the university community w i l l be 
faced with the massive problem of the accommodation and i n s t r u c t i o n of the 
s w i f t l y r i s i n g floods of students who w i l l be clamoring f o r higher education 
i n the years ahead. Sooner rather than l a t e r , t h i s w i l l c a l l f o r a revamping 
of our t r a d i t i o n a l pattern and rhythm of education. The "mu l t i v e r s i t y " i e 
already i n being, but i n s t i t u t i o n a l p r o l i f e r a t i o n alone w i l l not be enough. 
We w i l l have to improve our e f f i c i e n c y i n the use of time, c u r r i c u l a , f a c i l i t i e s , 
and modern elec t r o n i c technology. Although we should r e s i s t the disappearance 
of the time-honored student-teacher rolations hip—Mark Hopkins on one end of a 
log and a student on the o t h e r — i n the future they w i l l be seated on a computor. 
The pace of change i n t h i s l a s t h a l f of the 20th century i s i n c r e d i b l y 
s w i f t . Domestic problems within and between segments of our society are 
knotty, b i t t e r and increasingly alarming. Elsewhere tensions mount; as the 
cold war continues, disagreements multiply and sparks of c o n f l i c t l i g h t the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l scene. V/e cannot ignore these nor escape the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y that 
our h i s t o r y and posi t i o n impose upon us. We must have greater wisdom, understand in,, 
courage and i n t e g r i t y than ever before i f we and the rest of the free world 
are to survive and r e t a i n the values and freedom f o r which we have worked and 
fought. 
I believe that the burdens of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y which w i l l f a l l upon you and 
a l l those others leaving the academic scene t h i s month and . i n the years ahead 
w i l l be heavy ones. Your success i n carrying them toward s o l u t i o n w i l l i n no 
small measure depend upon the preparation you have received here. If you have 
been stimulated to think, taught to learn, been made cognizant of contemporary 
issues, and have been inspired to assume the f u l l e s t r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s of c i t i z e n -
ship, then I think the future may be brighter. I am persuaded that t h i s i s so, and 
tha t you can move confidently with the changing scene and p a r t i c i p a t e i n 
decisions and actions which w i l l insure that these changes are constructive rather 
than d e s t r u c t i v e . I f so, you and your alma mater w i l l together have f u l f i l l e d 
your highest purpose. " D i s c i p l i n a i n c i v i t a tea"—education f o r c i t i z e n s h i p -
is the motto of Ohio State University. I t s distinguished record of response 
and achievement during the past i s ample and heartening evidence that this 
•university w i l l continue to interpret i t s motto i n modes which w i l l assure con-
tinuing and growing contributions to the well-being off the state and nation and 
• 
to a l l mankind. 
